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who are primarily involved in counter-
narcotics activities and who do not
commit human rights abuses. In order
to ensure that the law is faithfully im-
plemented, the State Department
needs to know who we train and who
receives our equipment.

It calls on the Mexican Government
to respect the freedoms of movement,
association and expression by imple-
menting the recommendations of the
Inter-American Commission on Human
Rights, particularly with regard to
American citizens and others who have
been summarily expelled from Mexico
in violation of Mexican law and inter-
national law.

And it urges both sides to take ini-
tiatives for peace.

Mr. President, some may ask why we
are submitting this resolution today,
when this conflict has been simmering
for years, It is my hope that in con-
junction with Mary Robinson’s visit
next week, this Resolution will send a
strong message to the Mexican Govern-
ment, the Zapiatislas, our own admin-
istration and the international commu-
nity that an intensified effort is needed
urgently to resolve the conflict peace-
fully.

SENATE RESOLUTION 233—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE REGARDING THE UR-
GENT NEED FOR THE DEPART-
MENT OF AGRICULTURE TO RE-
SOLVE CERTAIN MONTANA CIVIL
RIGHTS DISCRIMINATION CASES

Mr. BAUCUS (for himself and Mr.
BURNS) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Agrilcuture, Nutrition, and
Forestry:

S. RES. 233

Whereas there exists a strong public policy
against discrimination against minority
groups, whether the discrimination is com-
mitted by private individuals or by the Fed-
eral Government in the operation of its pro-
grams;

Whereas, whenever discrimination occurs
in the conduct of a Federal Government pro-
gram, the responsible Federal Government
agency should take quick and aggressive ac-
tion to remedy the discrimination;

Whereas, last year, the Department of Ag-
riculture was held accountable for certain
civil rights violations against United States
agricultural producers in connection with
their attempted participation in lending pro-
grams of the Department;

Whereas, a significant number of Montana
civil rights petitioners have not received a
timely, and equitable resolution of their
complaints;

Whereas the agricultural community has
faced a series of hardships, including record
low prices, extreme weather disasters, and a
shortage of farm loan opportunities;

Whereas additional frustration and finan-
cial difficulties perpetuated by the inad-
equate review process has further imposed
undue hardship on the Montana civil rights
petitioners;

Whereas the mission of the Office of Civil
Rights of the Department of Agriculture re-
quires the Office to facilitate the fair and eq-
uitable treatment of customers and employ-
ees of the Department while ensuring the de-
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livery and enforcement of civil rights pro-
grams and activities;

Whereas the Department of Agriculture
should be committed to the policy of treat-
ing its customers with dignity and respect as
well as to providing high quality and timely
products and services; and

Whereas an urgent need exists for the De-
partment of Agriculture to resolve certain
Montana civil rights discrimination cases,
many backlogged, by a date certain in fur-
therance of that policy: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that, not later than March 1, 2000, the Sec-
retary of Agriculture should resolve, or take
other action to resolve, all cases pending on
the date of approval of this resolution of al-
leged civil rights discrimination by the De-
partment of Agriculture against agricultural
producers located in the State of Montana.
® Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, | rise
today to submit a sense-of-the-Senate
Resolution regarding the urgent need
for the U.S. Department of Agriculture
to resolve its civil rights discrimina-
tion cases. On behalf of Senator BURNS,
the bill’s cosponsor, and myself, | urge
the Senate to recognize the urgency of
this situation.

Mr. President, there exists a strong
public policy against discrimination
against minority groups, whether the
discrimination is committed by private
individuals or by the Government in
the operation of its programs, and it is
our firmly held belief that whenever
discrimination occurs in the conduct of
Government programs, the responsible
Government agencies should take
quick and aggressive action to remedy
such discrimination.

I am most concerned that over the
past year, such action has not been
taken by the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture’s Office of Civil Rights. In fact,
many Montana civil rights cases that
my office and that of Senator’s BURNS
have been working with are seriously
backlogged in the system and have
consequently remained unsatis-
factorily addressed.

We have worked hard with the Mon-
tana Department of Agriculture’s
Farm Agency to resolve these cases.
The Director of the FSA and the State
FSA Committee has worked hard to re-
solve any outstanding problems con-
cerning its programs and have made
certain that these kinds of problems to
not occur in Montana. | commend their
outreach efforts in ensuring the equi-
table delivery of the Agency’s pro-
grams to all eligible Montana recipi-
ents.

We need a better working relation-
ship with the USDA'’s Office of Civil
Rights to bring the outstanding cases
to resolution in a timely manner. Re-
peated phone calls and requests have
yielded few answers. For that reason, |
am offering this resolution which binds
the agency to its mission of facili-
tating the fair and equitable treatment
of USDA customers and employees
while ensuring the delivery and en-
forcement of civil rights programs and
activities. Further we hope to commit
the USDA to treating its customers
with dignity and respect as well as to
providing quality and timely products
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and services. Finally, the resolution re-
solves that not later than March 1,
2000, the Secretary should resolve all
the outstanding cases of alleged civil
rights discrimination by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

It is high time to bring this issue to
resolution, and | appreciate the Sen-
ate’s consideration of this important
matter.e
® Mr. BURNS. Mr. President. I am
pleased to be joined by Mr. BAucus, in
sponsoring a sense-of-the-Senate reso-
lution which addresses the backlog of
Montana civil rights complaints at the
u.s. Department of  Agriculture
(USDA).

Last year, a finding was made that
the USDA had, for decades, been guilty
of violating many of America’s pro-
ducer’s civil rights. When these pro-
ducers tried to take advantage of the
programs offered by the USDA they
were treated differently than their
friends and neighbors. We enacted Leg-
islation last fall, that was intended to
right this wrong. Even with passage of
this provision, it remains a difficult
challenge to ensure that those who
have been harmed by USDA will re-
ceive a prompt and balanced resolution
of their complaints.

It appears that a number of those
previously investigated complaints
have fallen into some sort of “black
hole’. Despite numerous phone calls
and concerted pressure, no progress has
been made in resolving these cases. We
have been contacted by a number of
Montanans who have shared horror sto-
ries about the treatment their cases
have received from the USDA’s Office
of Civil Rights. These complaints are
simply being ignored. The inadequacy
of this process is adding insult to in-
jury, keeping these producers in limbo
and allowing their complaints to rest,
unresolved. These constituents cannot
get on with their lives until the USDA
takes action. For those who have justi-
fied complaints, this delay is another
slap in the face.

This resolution expreses the sense of
the Senate that USDA'’s delays must
stop. These cases must be resolved
soon. It is our intent that they be re-
solved by March 1, 2000. These pro-
ducers has suffered too much already.
They cannot afford to wait any longer.

We look forward to working with
members of other states affected by
this abuse of the civil rights program
to resolve these complaints as quickly
a possible.e

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED

FURTHER CONTINUING
RESOLUTION, 2000

BYRD (AND OTHERS) AMENDMENT
NO. 2780

Mr. BYRD (for himself, Mr. McCoON-
NELL, Mr. ROCKEFELLER, Mr. BUNNING,
Mr. REID, Mr. CRAIG, Mr. BRYAN, Mr.
HATCH, Mr. BENNETT, Mr. MURKOWSKI,
Mr. CRAPO, Mr. ENzI, Mr. BURNS, Mr.
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